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Sicily is full of history and traditions. We have 

popular dances like “tarantella”. Dancers wear 

bright coloured skirts with apron and they play a 

tambourine.



...and also The Opera  dei Pupi, a marionette 

theatrical representation of Frankish romantic 

poems such as The Song of Roland or Orlando 

furioso.



But today we want to tell you a special 

story, the life of young Saint Agatha, 

during the age of the Roman Empire



Agatha was born in Sicily, and she was 

martyred in approximately 251. She is 

one of the several virgin martyrs killed 

during the Roman Empire Era.

The Festival of Saint Agatha in Catania 

is a great festival in the region, it takes 

place in the first five days of February.



Saint Agatha's devotion is both faith and folklore and it 

has inspired several fashion designers to renew the 

tradition realizing some costumes dedicated to their 

iconic model, Agatha.  



FASHION AND CULTURE

We want to show you some of these amazing costumes 

designed to celebrate Saint Agatha and renovate the 

memory of her extraordinary life.

These unique and spectacular costumes help us to tell 

the story of the young Saint.



This costume represents 

Saint Agata's strength. The 

gold wings symbolize 

passion and resistance, the 

wonderful, large skirt 

means beauty and nobility.



Agatha was like a warrior: 

she fought to defend her 

beliefs and nobody could 

induce her to change her 

mind. Although she was a 

kind girl, she was strong 

and determined like a real 

knight.  



The red, heart-shaped 

necklace is a detail of this 

beautiful costume.



In Sicily there is one of the most 

spectacular volcanoes in the 

world: Etna. This dress has the 

colours of the mountain, black as 

the ash and red as fire and 

sparks. It's the representation of 

the power of the nature: it is as 

strong as the power of the faith 

in young Agatha.



This costume is another 

association between the 

Saint and the unopposed 

power of the volcano, 

represented by the lava 

stone-like long skirt.



People devoted to Saint 

Agatha during the Festival 

wear a simple white 

costume known as “sacco”.  



This costume is a modern 

version of the traditional 

sacco. The hands designed 

on the cloth represent 

people asking for 

protection and help.



This is a tribute to Saint 

Agatha's statue. The 

features of the Saint 

reproduce her beauty and 

majesty.



The statue and the cloth painting 

compared



Saint Agatha lived during the 

Roman Empire Era. This costume is 

a remarkable example of that time. 

In addiction, the little candles on 

the cloak represent hope and 

unlimitless faith.



Another tribute to the 

volcano, black as ash, 

white as winter snow. At 

the bottom, there's a little 

painting of the Saint, 

queen of nature and 

spiritual elegance.



Agatha's beauty was 

spoiled. She was abused 

and lost her freedom, like 

a rose torn away  from its 

bush.



The last sample of our 

presentation has a deep 

message. This costume in 

fact combines the icon of 

St.Agatha with a 

contemporary tragedy: 

feminicide.



Free to be a woman

This detail of the dress 

shows photos of women 

recently killed by 

overprotective men. 

Agatha becomes a symbol 

of resistence and fight still 

today.



Conclusions

Popular traditions are very important. They are part of 

our past and memory. But past and present can live 

together and coexist in new ways.

So we can still interpret these essential pieces of 

culture through new expressions of art, such as these 

costumes.



Thanks for your attention


